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Introduction 


The Sacrament of Matrimony is a symbol of the union 
between Christ and the Church. Basically, it is a union of 
love; with patience, understanding, piety and even sacrifice 
that form the framework to contain the precious union. St. 
Paul tells us about it in a concise and simple way: “Hus- 
bands, love your wives, as Christ also loved the church, 
and delivered Himself up for it . . . so also ought men to 
love their wives as their own bodies.” 


Love is the fountainhead of the Sacrament of Matri- 
mony. It is alive. It can grow or decline. It can send forth 
cascades of clear refreshing water: it can become stagnant. 
It needs constant care in many ways, .. . in the telling of 
one's love that gives renewed assurance and a sense of 
security .. . in the acceptance and conquering of God-given 
difficulties that test the strong and strengthen the weak . . . 
in all the unknown trials that the family might suddenly 
fall heir to . . . and in the selfless sharing of the joys that 
God sends as a foretaste of paradise. Such is true love, firm 
and faithful, forming a golden thread that remains un- 
broken in all the affairs of life. Such is the love between 
Christ and the Church. 


If that love is to be a part of married life, it must be 
built close to Christ and the Church, making frequent and 
continued use of the means that Christ and the Church 
provide. It must draw from the strength and solidity of the 
three things especially that come ftom the love between 
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Christ and the Church; Prayer, the Mass and the Sacra- 
ments. These will furnish God's graces to give meaning 
and purpose and eager vibrant life to married love. 


The Church recognizes the importance of these three 
elements in the life of the bride and the bridegroom. They 
have approached the Altar to participate in the Mass and 
there will be married in the presence of the priest. How 
blessed it is for them to spend the first minutes of their 
life together in prayer, participating in the Mass and re- 
ceiving the Blessed Sacrament. 


If the happiness and hopes of this day are destined to 
continue for the bride and the bridegroom, it is only on the 
implied promise that prayer, the Mass and Holy Com- 
munion will be a regular part of their lives . . . the basis for 
God's unbounded blessings . . . as it is today. 
Christ gave assurance to all those who would lead the life 
of grace that His blessings would be upon them; and 
especially upon those whose love for one another calls for 
heroic confidence in all the hidden unfoldings of the future 
... Seek ye first the Kingdom of God, and all other things 
will be added unto you.” 


This, then, is their task. There is none other to offer 
or accept. In its doing, May God bless them always . . . 
May the blessings of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob be upon 
them .. . May the Holy Family be their guide and inspira- 
tion. 


Che Mass q 


for Hushband and Wife 
Che Liturgy of the Word of God 


(The Priest approaches the foot of the altar to begin Holy 


Mass after the bridal group has assembled in their assigned 
places). 


Priest: (Kneel) 


N the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Amen. 
I will go to the altar of God. 
Server: To God Who gives joy to my youth. 
Priest: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 


Server: Who made heaven and earth. 
Priest: 1 confess, etc. (Priest s Confiteor) 


Server: May almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you 
your sins, and bring you to everlasting life. 


Priest: Amen. 


Server: CONFESS to Almighty God, to blessed Mary 
ever Virgin, to blessed Michael the Archangel, 
to blessed John the Baptist, to the holy Apostles, 
Peter and Paul, to all the Saints, and to you Father, 
that I have sinned exceedingly in thought, word, 
and deed, through my fault, through my fault, 
through my most grevious fault. Therefore, I beseech 
blessed Mary ever Virgin, blessed Michael the Arch- 
angel, blessed John the Baptist, the holy Apostles, 
Peter and Paul, all the Saints, and you, Father, to 
pray to the Lord Our God for me. 


Priest: May Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you 
your sins, and bring you to everlasting life. 
Server: Amen. 
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¿e May the Almighty and Merciful Lord grant us 


pardon, absolution, and remission of our sins. 
Server: Amen. 
Priest: O God, You will give us life again. 
Server: And Your people will rejoice in You. 
Priest: Show us O Lord, Your kindness. 
Server: And grant us Your salvation. 
Priest: O Lord, hear my prayer. 
Server: And let my cry come to You. 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 
Server: And with your spirit. 
Priest: Let us pray. 
Priest approaches the altar, while saying: 


AKE away from us our iniquities, we beseech 

You, O Lord: That we may be worthy to enter 
with pure minds into the holy of holies. Through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 


Priest kisses the altar and prays: 


E beseech You, O Lord, by the merits of Your saints, 
whose relics are here, and of all the saints, that 
You would vouchsafe to forgive me all my sins. Amen. 





e * 
Priest or Choir: E nirni (Stand) 


AY the God of Israel join you together; and may 
He be with you, who was merciful to two only children: 
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and now, O Lord, make them bless You more fully. 


(Alleluia, alleluia.) 
Blessed are all who fear the Lord, who walk in his ways. 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be 
world without end. Amen. 


May the God of Israel etc. 


Che Kyrie 


Priest: Lord, have mercy. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: Lord, have mercy. 
People: Christ, have mercy. 
Priest: Christ, have mercy. 
People: Christ, have mercy. 
Priest: Lord, have mercy. 
People: Lord, have mercy. 
Priest: Lord, have mercy. 


People: The Gloria (Stand) 


LORY to God in the highest and on earth peace to 

men of good will. We praise You. We bless You. We 
worship You. We glorify You. We give You thanks for Your 
great glory. Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Al- 
mighty. Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son. Lord God, 
Lamb of God, Son of the Father. You, who take away the 
sins Of the world, have mercy on us. You, who take away 
the sins of the world, receive our prayer. You, who sit at the 
right hand of the Father, have mercy on us. For You alone 
are holy. You alone are Lord. You alone, O Jesus Christ, are 
most high, With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the 
Father. Amen. 


Prayer (Stand) 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 


People: And with Your spirit. 
Priest: 


Tu and merciful God, hear our prayer and let 
what we perform by our ministry be made perfect by 
your blessing. Through Jesus Christ, your Son, Our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, forever and ever. | 


People: Amen. 
er» 
Priest or Lector: Lpistle (Sit) 


A Reading from the Epistle of blessed Paul the Apostle to 
the Ephesians (Eph 5, 22-33) 


De Wives should be submissive to their husbands 
as though to the Lord; because the husband is head of 
the wife just as Christ is head of the Church, His body, of 
which He is also the Savior. Just as the Church submits to 
Christ, so should wives submit in everything to their husbands. 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the Church 
and gave himself up for her to make her holy, purifying her 
in the bath of water by the power of the word, so as to pre- 
sent to himself a glorious Church, holy and immaculate, with- 
out stain or wrinkle or anything of that sort. In the same way 
husbands too, should love their wives as they do their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves himself, Now no one ever 
hates his own flesh; no, he nourishes and takes care of it, just 
as Christ does for the church, because we are members of 
His body. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother, and shall cling to his wife, and the two shall become 
one flesh.” This is a great foreshadowing: I mean to say it 
refers to Christ and the Church. But in any case, each one of 
you should love his wife just as he loves himself; and the 
wife should revere her husband. 


People: Thanks be to God. 
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Priest or Lector: Br adual 
Chos: wife shall be like a fruitful vine in the recesses of 
t 


your home. Your children like olive plants around your 
able. Alleluia, alleluia. May the Lord send you help from 
the sanctuary, from Sion may He sustain you. Alleluia. 


(After Septuagesima Sunday omit the preceding prayer from 
the Alleluia’ and instead say the following Tract). 


Trart 


EHOLD, thus is the man blessed who fears the Lord. 

The Lord bless you from Sion: may you see the prosperity 
of Jerusalem all the days of your life. May you see your child- 
ren's children. Peace be upon Israel! 


(During Eastertime both the Gradual and Tract are omitted 
and the following is said). 
LLELUIA, alleluia. May the Lord send you help from the 
sanctuary, from Sion may he sustain you. Alleluia. May 
the Lord bless you from Sion, the maker of heaven and earth. 
Alleluia. 


Priest: Prayer Before Che Gospel 


LEANSE my heart and my lips, O Almighty God, 

Who has cleansed the lips of the Prophet Isaias 
with a burning coal; and grant, in Your gracious mercy, so 
to purify me that I may worthily read Your Holy Gospel. 
Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 


Lord, give Your blessing. 


May the Lord be in my heart and on my lips that I 
might worthily and fittingly read His Holy Gospel. 
Amen. 

(Stand) 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 


People: And with your spirit. 
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Priest: A Reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
Matthew: | 


People: Glory to You, O Lord. 


Gospel 


(CI: that time some Pharisees came up to Jesus and as a test 
said to him, "Is it permissible for a man to divorce his 
wife for any reason whatever?" In reply He said, "Have you 
not read that the Creator at the beginning made them male 
and female, and declared, ‘For this reason a man shall leave 
his father and mother, and shall cling to his wife, and the two 
shall become one flesh'? So they are no longer two but one 
Hesh. Therefore, man must not separate what God has joined 
together." 


People: Praise to You, O Christ. 


The Rite for the Sacrament of 
Matrimony During Mass 


(At the conclusion of the Gospel, the priest faces the bridal 
group and begins the formal ceremony of the Sacrament of 
Matrimony). 

The priest will give a homily or read an instruction similar 
to the following: 


Priest: Instruction Before Marriage (Sit) 


Ty friends in Christ, as you know, you are about to 
enter into a union which is most sacred and most 
serious, a union which was established by God Himself. By 
it, He gave to man a share in the greatest work of creation, 
the work of the continuation of the human race. And in 
this way He sanctified human love and enabled men and 
women to help each other live as children of God, by shar- 


ing a common life under His fatherly care. 
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cause God Himself is thus its author, marriage is 
of its very nature a holy institution, requiring of those 
who enter into it a complete and unreserved giving of self. 
But Christ Our Lord added to the holiness of marriage an 
even deeper meaning and a higher beauty. He referred to the 
love of marriage to describe his own love for his Church, 
that is, for the people of God whom he redeemed by his own 
blood. And so he gave to Christians a new vision of what 
married life ought to be, a life of self-sacrificing love like 
his own. It is for this reason that his apostle, St. Paul, clearly 
states that marriage is now and for all time to be considered 
a great mystery, intimately bound up with the supernatural 
union of Christ and the Church, which union is also to be 
its pattern. 


HIS union, then, is most serious, because it will bind 

you together for life in a relationship so close and so 
intimate, that it will profoundly influence your whole 
future. That future, with its hopes and disappointments, 
its successes and its failures, its pleasures and its pains, 
its joys and its sorrows, is hidden from your eyes. You 
know that these elements are mingled in every life, and are 
to be expected in your own. And so, not knowing what is 
before you, you take each other for better or for worse, for 
richer or for poorer, in sickness and in health, until death. 


RULY, then, these words are most serious. It is a 

beautiful tribute to your undoubted faith in each 
other, that, recognizing their full import, you are never- 
theless so willing and ready to pronounce them. And be- 
cause these words involve such solemn obligations, it is 
most fitting that you rest the security of your wedded life 
upon the great principle of self-sacrifice. And so you begin 
your married life by the voluntary and complete surrender 
of your individual lives in the interest of that deeper and 
wider life which you are to have in common. Henceforth 
you belong entirely to each other; you will be one in mind, 
one in heart, and one in affections. And whatever sacrifices 


11 





you may hereafter be required to make to preserve this 
common life, always make them generously. Sacrifice is 
usually difficult and irksome. Only love can make it easy; 
and perfect love can make it a joy. We are willing to give 
in proportion as we love. And when love is perfect, the 
sacrifice is complete. God so loved the world that He gave 
His only begotten Son, and the Son so loved us that He 
gave Himself for our salvation. "Greater love than this no 
one has, that one lay down his life for his friends." 


O greater blessing can come to your married life than 

pure conjugal love, loyal and true to the end. May, 
then, this love with which you join your hands and hearts 
today, never fail, but grow deeper and stronger as the years 
go on. And if true love and the unselfish spirit of perfect 
sacrifice guide your every action, you can expect the great- 
est measure of earthly happiness that may be allotted to 
man in this vale of tears. The rest is in the hands of God. 
Nor will God be wanting to your needs, He will pledge 
you the life-long support of His graces in the Holy Sacra- 
ment which you are now going to receive. 





A AT 


Sealing of the Marriage Bond 


The priest asks the groom: 
N., do you take N. here present, for your lawful wife 
according to the rite of our holy mother, the Church? 


The bridegroom replies: 
I do. 
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Then the priest asks the bride: 


N., do you take N., here present, for your lawful 
husband according to the rite of our holy Mother, the 
Church? 


T he bride replies: 
I do. 


(After tbe mutual consent of both persons bas been given, 
the priest directs them:) 


Now join your right hands and say after me: 


Groom: 


N.N., take you N.N., for my lawful wife, to have 

and to hold, from this day forward, for better, for 
worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
until death do us part. 


Bride: 


N.N., take you N.N., for my lawful husband, to 

have and to hold, from this day forward, for better, 
for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health, 
until death do us part. 


Confirmation of the Marriage Bond 
Priest: 


Y the authority of the Church I ratify and bless the bond 
of marriage you have contracted. In the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


CALL upon all of you here present to be witnesses of 
this holy union which I have now blessed. “Man must 
not separate what God has joined together.” 


(Then he sprinkles them with holy water.) 
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Blessing of the Wedding Ring or Rings 
(The Priest blesses the ring or rings on a plate held by a 
server. Turning toward the spouses, he says.) 


Priest: Our help is in the name of the Lord. 
Server: Who made heaven and earth. 

Priest: O Lord, hear my prayer 

Server: And let my cry come to You. 

Priest: The Lord be with you. 

Server: And with your spirit. 


Let Us Pray 


Priest: (Prayer for two rings) 


quss. O Lord, these rings, which we are blessing in 

our name, so that they who wear them, keeping faith 

with each other in unbroken loyalty, may ever remain at 

peace with You, according to Your will, and may live to- 

gether always in mutual love. Through Christ Our Lord. 
Amen. 


Let Us Fray (Prayer for one ring) 


(Ess. O Lord, this ring, which we are blessing in your 
name, so that she who wears it, keeping faith with her 
husband in unbroken loyalty, may ever remain at peace with 
you according to your will, and may live with him always in 
mutual love. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 


(Then the priest sprinkles the ring or rings with holy water.) 


Priest: Gising The Ring (Dr Rings 


Now that you have sealed a truly Christian marriage, 
give these wedding rings to each other (this wedding ring 
to your bride) saying after me: 
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(The groom takes tbe bride's ring from the priest and places 
it on the bride’s finger, saying after the priest:) 


N the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit. Take and wear this ring as a sign of our 
marriage vows. 


(The bride takes the groom's ring from the priest and places 
it on the groom's ring finger, saying after the priest:) 

N the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 

.Holy Spirit. Take and wear this ring as a sign of our 
marriage vows. 
Priest: 
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 
Strengthen, O God, what you have wrought in us. 
From Your holy temple, which is in Jerusalem. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Our Father, etc. . . . (in silence) 

And lead us not into temptation. 

But deliver us from evil. 

Save your servants. 

Who trust in You, my God 

Send them help, O Lord, from your sanctuary. 

And sustain them from Sion. 

Be a tower of strength for them, O Lord. 

Against the attack of the enemy. 

O Lord, hear my prayer. 

And let my cry come to you. 

The Lord be with you. 

And with your spirit. 
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Let Us Pray 


E beg You, Lord, to look on these your servants, and 
graciously to uphold the institution of marriage estab- 
lished by You for the continuation of the human race, so that 
they who have been joined together by your authority may 
remain faithful together by your help. Through Christ our 


Lord. Amen. Blessing 


(Next with his hands elevated and extended above the spouses 
to bless them the priest prays:) 


Priest: 
AY Almighty God bless you by the Word of His 
mouth, and unite your hearts in the enduring bond of 
pure love. 


People: Amen. 


(The following blessing may be omitted if the spouses are 
too old to expect children.) 


Priest: 
AY you be blessed in your children, and may the love 
that you lavish on them be returned a hundredfold. 


People: Amen. 


Priest: 
AY the peace of Christ dwell always in your hearts 
and in your home; may you have true friends to 
stand by you, both in joy and in sorrow. May you be ready 
with help and consolation for all those who come to you in 
need; and may the blessings promised to the compassionate 
descend in abundance on your house. 


People: Amen. 


AY you be blessed in your work and enjoy its fruits. 
‘May cares never cause you distress, nor the desire for 
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earthly possessions lead you astray; but may your hearts' 
concern be always for the treasures laid up for you in the 
life of heaven. 


People: Amen. 


Priest: 


AY the Lord grant you fullness of years, so that you 
may reap the harvest of a good life, and, after you 
have served Him with loyalty in His kingdom on earth, 
may He take you up into His eternal dominions in heaven. 


(And. with his hands joined:) 


Through Our Lord Jesus Christ His Son, Who lives 
and reigns with Him in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
world without end. 


Amen. 
Before returning to the altar there follows the "Prayer of the 


Faithful’ read or sung by the celebrant, or deacon if a solemn 
Mass, or the lector. 


Jdraver of the Faithful 
Priest or Lector: 


HAT all Christians remember that they were made one 
in Christ through holy Baptism: let us pray to the Lord. 


People: Lord have mercy. 


Priest: 


That all Christians be mindful that their oneness in Christ 
is strengthened by the Holy Eucharist: let us pray to the Lord. 


People: Lord have mercy. 


Priest: 
That all married Christians never forget that they are living 
signs of the oneness of the Church of God: let us pray to the 
Lord. 
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People: Lord have mercy. 


That all married Christians understand that it is love alone 
that unites them: Let us pray to the Lord. 


People: Lord have mercy. 
Priest: 


That these newly married Christians remember that not only 
today but always their oneness in love is pledged in Holy 
Communion: let us pray to the Lord. 


People: Lord have mercy. 


After the "Prayer of the Faithful” the celebrant turns to the 
altar to continue Mass. 


Che Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Che Preparation of the Gifts 


Vif 
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Offertory Of The Mass 


Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
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(Sit) 
Y trust is in you, O Lord; I say, "You are my God.” 
In Your hands is my destiny. (ps. 30,15-16) 


Offertary Herse 


Offertory Pravers 


The priest uncovers the chalice, offers the Host on the 
paten, and says: 


Acer. O Holy Father, Almighty and Eternal God, 
this spotless host, which I, Your unworthy servant, 
offer to You my living and true God, to atone for my 
numberless sins, offenses and negligences; on behalf of all 
those present and also for every faithful Christian both 
living and dead, that it may profit me and them as a means 
of salvation to everlasting life. Amen. 


The priest pours wine and water into the chalice, saying: 


GOD, Who made the nature of man in wonderful 

dignity and even more wonderfully restored it, grant 
that by the mystery of this water and wine, we may be made 
sharers of His divinity, who has partaken of our humanity, 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God through all 
eternity. Amen. 


The priest offers the chalice of wine and water and prays: 


(13: offer unto You, O Lord, the chalice of salvation, 
humbly and mercifully praying that it may rise 
before Your divine majesty, with the odor of sweetness, 
for our salvation and for that of all the world. Amen. 
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¿qa priest proclaims the offering of all present: 


N the spirit or humility and with a sorrowful heart, 

may we be accepted by You, O Lord, and may our 
sacrifice be thus offered in Your sight this day as to please 
You, O Lord God. 


Come, Sanctifier, Almighty and Eternal God, and 
bless +}. this sacrifice prepared for the glory of Your Holy 
Name. 


The priest washes his hands saying: 


WILL wash my hands among the innocent; and will 
walk around Your altar, O Lord. 


To hear the voice of Your praise, and to tell of all 
Your wonderous works. 


O Lord, I have loved the beauty of Your house, and 
the place where Your glory dwells. 


Destroy not my soul with the impious, O God, nor my 
life with men of blood. In whose hands there is evil; whose 
right hand is filled with gifts. 


But as for me, I will walk in my innocence; save me 
and be gracious to me. 


My foot is on the straight path, in the churches will 
I praise You, O Lord. (Psalm 25) 


Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the 
Holy Spirit; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever 
shall be world without end. Amen. 


Returning to the center the priest prays to the blessed Trinity: 
A CCEPT, O Holy Trinity, this offering which we 


offer to You in memory of the passion, resurrec- 
tion and the ascension of Our Lord, Jesus Christ; And in 
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honor of the blessed Mary, ever Virgin and blessed John 
the Baptist and of the holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, of 
these and of all the saints that it may add to their honor 
and to our salvation, and may they vouchsafe to plead for 
us in Heaven, whose memory we celebrate on earth. 
Through the same Christ, Our Lord. Amen. 


Turning to the people, he says: 


yes pray that my sacrifice and yours may be 
acceptable to God the Father Almighty. 


The altar-boys answer for the people: 


AY the Lord receive the sacrifice from your hands to 
the praise and glory of His name, for our welfare 
and that of all His holy Church. 


Prayer Ober Che Gifts 


Priest: 


Lord, accept the offering we made to you in behalf 

of the sacred bond of matrimony, and rule over this 
union of which you are the author. Through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. 


People: Amen. 


Che Liturgy of the Eucharist 
Preface 


Priest: The Lord be with you. 

People: And with Your spirit. 

Priest: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We have lifted them up to the Lord. 


(Stand) 
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riest: Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God. 
People: Itis right and just. 


Priest: : T is truly right and just, proper and helpful 

toward salvation, that we always and every- 
where give thanks to you, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 
and eternal God, through Christ our Lord. Through the 
same Christ the Angels acclaim your majesty, the Dominations 
adore you, and the Powers worship in awe. Through him 
also the heavens and the Virtues of heaven join the blessed 
Seraphim in one grand chorus of joyous praise. We beg you, 
let our voices blend with theirs, as in humble praise we say: 


Priest and People: Sanctus 


OLY, Holy, Holy, Lord God of Hosts, Heaven and 

earth are filled with Your glory. Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is He Who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosan- 
na in the highest. 


Canon of the Mass 


Memento of the Church Kyi) 


(E: therefore, humbly pray and beg You, most 
merciful Father, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
Our Lord, that You would accept and bless, these gifts, 
these offerings, these holy untainted sacrifices which in the 
first place we offer You for Your holy Catholic Church; 
that You would deign to pacify, guard, unite with Your 
servant, Our Pope, (name him) and our Bishop (name 
him) and also all orthodox believers, and of the Catholic 
and apostolic faith. 


Menento of the Lifting 


EMEMBER, O Lord, Your servants and handmaids 
(name them) and all here present whose faith and 
devotion is known to You: For whom we offer or who 
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offer up to You, this sacrifice of praise for themselves, and 
all belonging to them, for the redemption of their souls, 
for the hope of salvation and safety, and who pay their vows 
to You, Eternal Living and True God. 


Memento of the Saints 


(5 pray in union with and venerating the memory 
of, first the glorious Mary ever Virgin, mother of 
our God, and Lord Jesus Christ, and of Blessed Joseph the 
spouse of the same Virgin, and also of Your Blessed 
Apostles and Martyrs, Peter and Paul, Andrew, James, 
John, Thomas, James, Philip, Bartholomew, Matthew, 
Simon and Thaddeus, Linus, Cletus, Clement, Sixtus, 
Cornelius, Cyprian, Lawrence, Chrysogonus, John and Paul, 
Cosmas and Damian; and all Your saints, by whose merits 
and prayers grant that we may be protected in all things 
with Your protection. Through Christ Our Lord. Amen. 


Offering Prayer 


HIS oblation, therefore, of our service as also of 

Your whole family, we beseech You Lord that 
You graciously accept and dispose our days in Your peace 
and command us to be delivered from eternal damnation 
and to be numbered in the flock of Your elect. Through 
Christ Our Lord. Amen. 


(D beseech You, O God, in all things to bless, 
approve, ratify, make worthy and acceptable, this 
oblation so that it may become for us the Body and Blood 
of Your most beloved Son, Jesus Christ Our Lord. 
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Consecration nf the Host 
(Ds: the day before He suffered, took bread into 


His holy and venerable hands, and having raised 

is eyes to heaven to You, O God, His Almighty Father, 

giving thanks, to You, did bless, break and gave to His 
disciples, saying: Take, and eat all of this: 


FOR THIS IS MY BODY. a A A 


Consecration of the Wine 


N like manner, after supper, taking also this ex- 

cellent Chalice into His holy and venerable hands, 
again giving thanks to You, He blessed and He gave 
to His disciples saying: Take, and drink all of this: 
FOR THIS IS THE CHALICE OF MY BLOOD OF THE 
NEW AND ETERNAL TESTAMENT: THE MYSTERY 
OF FAITH WHICH SHALL BE SHED FOR YOU AND 
FOR MANY UNTO THE REMISSION OF SINS. 


As often as you do these things you shall do them in 
remembrance of Me. ik Wu 


24 





HEREFORE, O Lord, we Your servants, as also Your \ 
holy people calling to mind, not only the bless- 
ed passion of the same Christ Your Son, Our Lord, but also 
His resurrection from the dead and His glorious ascension 
into heaven, offer up to Your excellent majesty, of Your 
gifts bestowed upon us a pure victim, a holy victim, an im- 
maculate victim, the holy bread of eternal life and the 
chalice of eternal salvation. 


Upon which do You look mercifully with a pro- 
pitious and gracious attention and accept them as You 
were pleased to accept the offerings of Your just servant 
Abel and the sacrifice of our patriarch Abraham, and that 
which the high priest Melchisedech offered to You, a holy 
sacrifice and a spotless victim. 


Bowing profoundly, with his hands joined and placed 
on the altar, the priest says: 


(TD: humbly beseech You, Almighty God, command 
these to be carried by the hands of Your holy 
angel to Your altar on high, in the presence of Your Divine 
majesty; that as many of us shall receive the most Sacred 
Body and Blood of Your Son may be filled with all heavenly 
blessings and grace. Through the same Christ Our Lord. 


Amen. 
Memento of the Dead 


[REMEMBER also, O Lord, Your servants (rame 

them) who have gone before us with the sign of faith 

and sleep the sleep of peace. To these, O Lord, and to all 

who rest in Christ, grant we beseech You a place of 

poop light and peace. Through Christ Our Lord. 
men. 


Striking bis breast, the priest then says: 
( 50 us also, sinners, yet Your servants, hoping in the 


greatness of Your mercy, vouchsafe to grant some 
share of companionship with Your holy Apostles and 
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y Martyrs; with John, Stephen, Matthias, Barnabas, Ignatius, 
Alexander, Marcellinus, Peter, Felicitas, Perpetua, Agatha, 
Lucy, Agnes, Cecilia, Anastasia and all Your saints into 
whose company, not mindful of our merits but pardoning 
our offences, we beseech You to admit us. Through Christ 
Our Lord. 


Through whom, Lord, You dost create, »k sanctify, 
XI fill with life, >} bless and bestow on us all these good 
things. 


The priest then uncovers the Chalice, genuflects, and 
raises the Host and Chalice saying aloud: 


Through Him 

And with Him 

And in Him 
is to You, God the Father Almighty, in the union of the 
Holy Spirit, all honor and glory, forever and ever. 
People: Amen. | 


Che Lucharistic Banguet 
Che Lords Prayer 


Priest: (Stand) 


Let us pray: Taught by our Savior's command and formed by 
the word of God, we dare to say: 


People and Priest Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 
us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 


Turning to the bridal couple, the priest reads the 
Nuptial Blessing over them. 
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Che Nuptial Blessing | 


After the Our Father, before the priest says Libera nos, 
quaesumus, Domine, he stands before the altar at the epistle 
side. Facing the spouses who kneel, he says the following 
prayer over them: 


Let us pray: 


IC ISTEN with favor, O Lord, to our prayers, and gracious- 
ly uphold the institution of marriage established by 
you for the continuation of the human race, so that they who 
have been joined together by your help. Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen. 


Let us pray: 


OD, by Your mighty power You made all things where 

before there was nothing; You put in order the begin- 
nings of the universe and formed for man, made to Your 
image, an inseparable helpmate, woman. You gave woman's 
body its origin from man's flesh to teach that it 1s never right 
to separate her from the one being from whom it has pleased 
You to take her. 


O God, You consecrated the union of marriage, making it a 
sign so profound as to prefigure in the marriage covenant 
the mystery of Christ and the Church. 


O God, You join woman to man and give to that society, 
the first to be established, the blessing which alone was not 
taken away in punishment for original sin or in the doom of 


the flood. 


Look wth kindness on this Your servant who is to be joined 
to her husband in the companionship of marriage and who 
seeks to be made secure by your protection. 
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May this yoke that she is taking on herself be one of love and 
peace. May she be faithful and chaste, marrying in Christ, and 
may she always imitate the holy women: may she be the 
beloved of her husband, as was Rachel; wise as was Rebecca: 
Long-lived and loyal, as was Sara. 


May the author of sin have no mastery over her because of her 
acts. May she hold firm to the faith and the commandments. 
Faithful to one embrace, may she flee from unlawful compan- 
ionship. By firm discipline may she fortify herself against 
her weakness. May she be grave in her modesty, honorable 
in her chastity, learned in the teachings of heaven. 


May she be rich in children, may she prove worthy and 
blameless, and may she attain in the end to the peace of the 
blessed, the kingdom of heaven. 


May she and her husband together see their children's 
children to the third and fourth generation and enjoy the long 
life that will fulfill their desires. Through the same Jesus 
Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. Amen. 





Then the priest returns to the center of the altar and says: 


TI us, we beg you, O Lord, from every evil, 
past, present, and to come; and by the intercession of 
the blessed and glorious ever-Virgin Mary, Mother of God, 
of the blessed apostles Peter and Paul, of Andrew, and all 
the saints, in your mercy grant peace in our days, that by 
your compassionate aid we may be ever free from sin and 
sheltered from all turmoil. 


Through the same Our Lord, Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
Who lives and reigns with You in the unity of the 
Holy Spirit, God. 


Priest: World without end 
People: Amen. 
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Priest: May the peace of the Lord be always with you. | 
People: And with Your spirit. 


Y this commingling and consecration of the Body 
and Blood of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, avail us who 
receive it unto life eternal. Amen. 


The Agnus Bei 
Priest and People: 


Lamb of God, Who take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 


Lamb of God, Who take away the sins of the world, 
have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, Who take away the sins of the world, 
grant us peace. 


Prayers Before Communion 


6 Jesus Christ, Who has said to Your apostles: 
Peace I leave you, My peace I give you, consider 
not so much my sins, but the faith of Your Church; and 
according to Your will, grant her peace and unity. Who 
lives and reigns God, world without end. Amen. 


O LORD, Jesus Christ, Son of the living God, Who 
at the will of the Father and with the strength of 
the Holy Spirit, has by Your death brought life to the 
world: Deliver me by Your most sacred Body and Blood 
from all my sins and every evil: And keep me close to 
Your commands and permit me never to be separated from 
You; Who with the same God the Father, and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns world without end. Amen. 


ORD, Jesus Christ, let not the receiving of Your 
Body, which I, though unworthy, presume to 
receive, bring upon me Your judgment and condemnation, 
but in Your mercy let this receiving bring me health and 
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Y safety of body and soul. Who with God the Father, to- 
gether with the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns God, 
world without end. Amen. 


Priests Communion 


SHALL take the bread of heaven, and invoke the 
name of the Lord. Lord, I am not worthy that You 
should come under my reof. Speak but the word and my soul 


shall be healed. (Three times) A A Z4 


May the Body of the Lord Jesus Christ protect my 
soul forever. Amen. 


HAT shall I offer the Lord for all that He has 

given me? I shall take the chalice of salvation 
and invoke the name of the Lord. In praise, I shall invoke 
the name of the Lord and I shall be saved from my 
enemies. 


May the Blood of the Lord Jesus Christ protect my 
soul forever. Amen. 


Having taken a ciborium from the tabernacle, the priest turns 
to the congregation and says: 


Behold the Lamb of God. 
Behold Him who takes 


away the sins of the world. 


People say three times: 


Lord, I am not worthy that You should come under my 
roof, speak but the word and my soul will be healed. 


At this point. Holy Communion is distributed to those in 
the wedding group and all in the congregation who are 
prepared to receive. 
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Prayers After Communion 


The server pours a little wine into the chalice and the 
priest takes the first ablution, saying: 


LORD let us receive with a pure heart what we 
have now taken into our mouths: And let our 
temporal gift become for us an eternal reward. 


The server pours wine and water over the priest's 
fingers into the chalice and the priest says: 


LORD, may the Body that I received and the 

Blood that I drank stay within me: And grant 
that the stain of sin may not remain in me, cleansed now 
by Your pure and holy sacraments. Amen. 


Communion Antiphon 


Behold, thus is the man be blessed who fears the Lord; 
may you see your children’s children. Peace be upon Israel! 


jiost-Communion (Stand) 


Priest: The Lord be with you. 
People: And with your spirit. 
ALMIGHTY God, let your benevolent kindness hover 
protectively over this union which you have instituted 
in your providence. Preserve in lasting peace these two whom 
you have joined in lawful union. Through Jesus Christ, 
your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, forever and ever. 


People: Amen. " 
Conclusion of the Mass 15 


The Mass ends with the dismissal and blessing. 
Priest: The Lord be with you. 


on 
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People: And with your spirit. 
Priest: The Mass is ended. Go in peace. 
People: 'Thanks be to God. 


Marriage Blessing 
(Kneel) 


Before the priest blesses the people, he turns to the spouses 
and says: 


Y the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, the 

God of Jacob be with you, and may he fulfill in 

you His blessing, so that you may see your children’s 

children to the third and fourth generation and afterward 

possess everlasting and boundless life. Though the help of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, who with the Father and the Holy 
Spirit lives and reigns, God, forever and ever. Amen. 


The priest shall then instruct the spouses, in serious words, 
that they should be faithful to each other, that the man should 
love his wife and the wife love her husband, and that they 
should stay in the fear of the Lord. After this he sprinkles 
them with holy water and says: 


Priest: Mass Blessing 


(e the giving of my service be pleasing to You, 
O Holy Trinity: And grant that the sacrifice that 


I, though unworthy, have offered in the sight of Your Ma- 
jesty, may be acceptable to You and that, in Your mercy, 
this sacrifice may be a propitiation for myself and all those 
for whom it is offered. Amen. 


Priest: May Almighty God bless you, the Father and Son 
and the Holy Spirit. 
People: Amen. 
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